MAGIC's Yule 2009:  Saturnalia!

At the door, people can buy pennies for the ritual.  Otherwise, they use grain.  As people come into the circle, they pass by a bowl of grain and take a handful.

Saturn stands bound in the center of the circle, with 10 bows of cloth tying his legs together.

He holds a simple-wicked oil lamp and a small empty chest sits at his feet.

HP:  In the Golden days, long ago, people did not have to suffer for their food or shelter.  All was easy and provided for by all the people who worked joyfully.  Labor was not difficult, it was fun.  At that time Saturn ruled the land. 


After a while, however, his son Jupiter overthrew his father and took the joy out of work.  He bound Saturn with 10 bows, one for each month.  Saturn was allowed to be unbound only at the end of the 10th month, December, when the calendar was recalibrated every year.  This is what they called "Saturnalia."


During the rule of Jupiter, there became a separation between slaves and masters.  The slaves did all the hard work that Jupiter required, while the masters basked in the fruits of the slave's labor.  Although some masters treated their slaves like family, the slaves did the labor and the masters got the joy.  


Except for the week of Saturnalia, when the binds of Saturn were untied.


At that point, the slaves and the masters would trade places for one week.  Sometimes this was only symbolic, with the slaves creating a feast that they themselves would eat, but they waited all year for this week.  They would choose a Ruler of Festivities, and that person would set the rules for everyone, including the masters.


All other rules were cut loose when Saturn became untied as well.  Laws against gambling, drinking, and lewd behavior in public were all set aside for the week of Saturnalia.  By all accounts it was a party like none other!  No wonder we've been celebrating the end of December ever since!

Io Saturnalia!
(when you hear that, repeat it, okay?)


These days, we have a different Master….Money.  We work hard for that master, and tonight, for Saturnalia, we're going to make your money work for you!  You had an opportunity to turn your money into coins for the sacrifice to Saturn.  When we circle and chant, you'll have 3 opportunities to place your pennies in the sacrificial chest.  Those without pennies have grain.  Place a third of what you hold each time we go around, so that by the third time, your hand is empty.

The chant is

"Bring the light to wake the seed;
Let the shoot from earth be freed." 

See how saved our coin and seeds 
grow in time to grant our needs. 

Ready?  Okay….

Call quarters, East, South, West, North.

HP:

Io Saturnalia! (Crowd responds)


Here we have the mighty Saturn!  Bound by his son Jupiter at the beginning of the year, his light cannot shine upon us, he cannot grant us joy in labor.  Without Saturn, all work is difficult, tedious, sometimes even torturous.  But Saturn can free us from that slavery!

Io Saturnalia! (Crowd responds)

HP: (to Saturn)

Saturn, we ask that you return us to the Days of Plenty this evening.  We ask that you allow the bonds of servitude to be released as we release your bonds.  We offer you this Golden Oil as sacrifice to Saturn, so that you may bring back the light to ease our days.

HP: fills the lamp.

Io Saturnalia! (Crowd responds)

Saturn, we ask that you ease the difficulty of work, allow us to find play in labor, and turn our joyful sacrifices into abundance for all.  We offer you this coin and grain as a sacrifice to Saturn, so that you may end our suffering.  

Chant begins.

We circle around three times and drop grain or pennies into the chest while chanting. (see  chant above)

When everyone's hands are empty, HP grabs first end of cotton binding, and begins to untie Saturn.  Crowd joins in on the other 9 bindings. Saturn holds lamp over his head so that people do not spill the oil.

Saturn is unbound. Crowd becomes a circle again, chanting ends.  

HP:  Io Saturnalia! Io Saturnalia! Io Saturnalia! 

(Crowd repeats)

Candles are passed around, 

HP:  Work done in the daylight is easier than work done at night.  Work done in warmth is easier than work done in the cold.  Saturn, we ask that you bring back the sun, bring back the warmth and light to ease our labors.

HP:  Io Saturnalia!  (Crowd repeats)

Candles are lit, with final candle lighting the oil lamp held by Saturn.

Saturn finally speaks and says:

"Everything is now it's opposite!  Let Joy rule the land!"

HP:

Io Saturnalia!  (Crowd Repeats)

We begin our feast with a tradition of picking a Ruler of Festivities.  If you get the special cookie, call out so we know who you are.  

Cookies are passed out.  Someone has the special cookie, and he/she is now "Ruler of Festivities".  Bring that person into the center of the circle with HP & Saturn.  Ask them for at least one rule to relax.  

HP:
Io Saturnalia!

Saturn:  

"Eat, Drink, and make merry!  Let the Games Begin!"  

People go play.  Saturn mingles among the crowd, blessing anyone who is having fun, participating in the games. Ruler of Festivities gets to do whatever he/she wants.  

At the end of the evening, Ruler & HP take the stage. 

Ruler says: Io Saturnalia!  (Crowd Responds)

HP:  We cannot allow Saturn to have full reign all year long, so we must bind him up again.  Io Saturnalia!  (Crowd responds)

Ruler says:  find Saturn, bring him to the stage!  People grab him and bring him up to the stage.

Ruler picks 3 or  4 people to bind up Saturn on the stage.  They tie him up again.

Io Saturnalia! (Crowd responds)

HP:  Until Next Year, Oh Saturn, we shall miss your rule!

Crowd applauds, curtain closes on Saturn, Ruler, and chosen helpers.  HP is on the outside.

(Saturn gets devoked so the players get to go play too.)

 HP:  We know we fast-forwarded through 7 days of Saturnalia, and we don't want to disappoint you.  Let us take down the sacred circle, release the quarters, and let the Games Resume!"

Quarters are released. 

People go dance & play more games.

Saturnalia Games:

Dice

Chess

Backgammon

Three-Coin toss

Chariot race on a board

Ball-in-target toss

NO: roulette wheels, no cards, no 1-arm bandits
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