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Magick's Samhain 07

Cycle of the Oak King (revisited) 

EAST:  Kris & Trevor

SOUTH; Spyder and Eryn

WEST: Rose  and Kevin

NORTH:  Gypsy, Scott

QUEEN: L'aura

KING: Jamie

NARRATOR:  Kelli

HECKLERS:  Crystal, Robyn, Sienna and/or whoever we can find…(
King and Queen will be seated in the center of the room till 8pm.  People should be encouraged to say hello to them, chat, give them honoring before we begin.  Kelli will call everyone together for the ritual to begin.  Once everyone has gathered, Kelli will cast circle.  The lights go down, Quarters called in the darkness, lighting candles behind the crowd

EAST (silly), SOUTH (surprising), WEST (scarey),  NORTH (somber).

NARRATOR;  Darkness comes before light, because life appears in the darkness of the womb.  All things have their beginning in the fertile chaos that is hidden from the rational mind.  Thus the year begins with its dark half, holding the bright half in gestation as the seeds lie in apparent death underground, although he forces of growth are already at work in Otherworldly invisibility.  The moment of death, the passing into the concealing darkness, is itself the first step in the renewal of life.

KING:  Steps forward and lights a candle on the altar, shattering the darkness in the center of the circle.

Invocation: (in your own words)

KING  Blessed Lady, 

Thou who are our lover, our mother, our comforter,

Dark maiden, earth mother, aged crown;

Your children stand before you between the worlds 

We beseech Thee!  Come!

QUEEN: (lights another candle)

Within you now abides the sacrificial king – my son and my consort

By the flame that burneth bright, oh great horned one

I call to you on this night when the veil is very thin.

My body is your vessel, come and reveal yourself.

CHALICE AND BLADE ROUTINE

HECKLER:  Get a room!

NARRATOR:  The King and Queen were crowned back in May at Beltane…blah blah blah…They begin their journey in the East with the Spring.

EAST:  Hail to the May Queen and her Consort in the Spring!  Have you fulfilled your obligation to get to know your community?

K & Q: yeah, sure, I guess…blah blah blah

EAST:  (to crowd) "Who does not know these people?"  

HECKLER:  You don't know everyone!  You don't know Me!

HECKLER and several other people step forward.  East sends the gallows man with a noose after the King.  King loses his cloak in the process.  

QUEEN:  Stop!  What do we need to do?

EAST:  Here, give them these apples and get to know them.  (Apples are distributed by the Couple)

NARRATOR:  So the couple survives their springtime, only to be confronted by the Summer heat.

HECKLER:  Wooohoo!  She's HOT!

SOUTH:  Hail to the May Queen and her Consort in the Summer!  Have you fulfilled your obligation to support and nurture your community?

Q & K:  Yeah, sure, I guess.

SOUTH;  (to crowd)  "Who has never been fed or supported by these people?" 

HECKLER:  All they ever fed me was baloney!

HECKLER and several people step forward.  SOUTH brings King to the Altar to cut off his head. QUEEN grabs King's sword to stop the action.

QUEEN:  Stop!  What do we need to do?

South:  Here, give them these seeds and get to know them.  (Sunflower seeds are distributed by the Couple)

NARRATOR:  So the couple survives the Summer in tact…barely…. only to be confronted by the waning of the Fall.

HECKLER:  Waning, hell, that's a thunderstorm!  It's the Northwest ya know!

WEST:  Hail to the May Queen and her Consort in the Fall!  Have you fulfilled your obligation to help your community with their work?

Q & K:  Yeah, sure, I guess.

SOUTH;  (to crowd)  "Who has never worked with these people on anything?" 

HECKLER:  Those lazy bums!  They didh't do squat for me!

Several people step forward.  WEST calls in the Beast, who then tries to overpower the  King. King looses staff in the process.

QUEEN:  Stop!  What do we need to do?

WEST:  Here, take these pomegranates and have them help you free the seeds.  (Pommes are distributed by the Couple, hopefully with great anguish on trying to open them…)

NARRATOR:  Well, that was close, but here they are, a bit bedraggled at the end of their year in the Winter.

HECKLER:  Isn't he dead yet?

NORTH:  Hail to the May Queen and her Consort in the Winter!  Are you ready to die for your community?  

Q & K:  (looks at each other, freaks out a little bit).

QUEEN:  What do we need to do?

NORTH:  There's nothing you CAN do.  This is what is expected of you. Blah blah blah

HECKLER;  Hurry up and kill him off so we can party!

QUEEN (to KING)  This is your time of sacrifice, my love.  For me you lived, for the community you must die, for the future of the children you must be reborn.  Such is the cycle of life. Blah Blah blah

KING:  You mean that's it?  No ropes, no swords, no wild beasts?  I just die???

QUEEN:  No, my lord, it is your community that was fed and supported by you, now your community will help you to die. Blah blah blah 

HECKLERS:  Kill the King!  Kill the King!  Hoof and Horn!  Hoof and Horn!

(chant begins here,: Hoof and Horn Hoof and Horn, all that dies shall be reborn.  Corn and grain, corn and grain, all that falls shall rise again).

the King is then put down on the altar. THE KING REMOVES HIS CROWN AND LAYS IT ON HIS CHEST. Begin the spiral dance with the chant  THE CHANT GETS QUIETER AS THE CIRCLE GETS INTO THE CENTER.  Then we unwind the circle in silence.  After we are all back in place again…. 

QUEEN;  The king is DEAD.

NARRATOR:  "May he rest in peace"

QUEEN hands crowns to NARRATOR, who puts it on the Northern Altar. 

QUEEN:  (goes to center of circle) Says a few words of mourning, makes us all cry  "My lover is gone, I'm left all alone.. blah blah blah" …long pause…."Now that we have that taken care of, I can get some rest!  See you guys next spring!  Good night."  She lays down next to the King and pretends to sleep.

NARRATOR;  The sacred couple is gone, the queen is in a deep slumber, the king is the other world.  Let us mourn our Lady and Lord as our ancestors did.  Let us recognize them with a harvest celebration!  (toss flowers, let the circle do as it will, most will toss flowers)  The Quarters will remain for the duration of the evening.  The circle is open yet unbroken….blah blah blah…

QUARTERS:  Come into the center with long cloaks held up to cover the king and queen's change of clothing in the center of the room.  The cloak, sword, crowns, and staves are placed as if to represent the King and Queen on the altar.  Jamie & L'aura come out in their street clothes to party with the rest of us.

